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Synopsis

In Debating American Immigration, 1882-Present, prominent historians Roger Daniels and Otis
Graham offer competing interpretations of the past, present, and future of American immigration
policy and American attitudes towards immigration. Through original essays and supporting primary
documents, the authors provide recommendations for future policies and legal remedies. This
compact and clearly written text is an excellent introduction to one of today’s most emotionally

charged issues.
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Customer Reviews

The work by Daniels and Graham is welcomed for two important reasons. First it goes far to
advance the still unrealized notion that historical study is debatable hence educational and second it
does so authoritatively and readably on the enduringly significant issue of immigration policy. (Victor
Greene, University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee)From starkly contrasting points of view, two
accomplished historians, Roger Daniels and Otis Graham, interpret changes in immigration
restriction policies from an era of closure to the increasing openness of recent years. One story
features the opportunities of an expanding economy, the other the failure of the political system to
cope with long-term problems that weakly regulated immigration fosters. (John Higham, Johns
Hopkins University)A splendid juxtaposition of contrasting interpretations. Debating American

Immigration provides a wealth of relevant and cogent argumentation. (Philip Gleason, University of



Notre Dame)The essays are lively reading. This is an outstanding volume that fulfills its objectives. It
is a successful way of presenting the two sides of the immigration debate over the past 120 years. It
leaves it to the reader to decide on which side, or where in between, he or she stands. (H-Net:
Humanities and Social Science Reviews Online)The book is manageable, judicious, and thoughtful,
with clearly written essays and short, relevant documents. In the hands of a skilled teacher, it can be
a wonderful tool in stimulating debate and enabling students to look at controversial issue from
many different angles. Two thumbs up! (Journal of American Ethnic History)Persons interested in
the immigration debate and the history of immigration to America, will find Debating American
Immigration a very useful book. Roger Daniels and Otis Graham, two well-known historians, have
given us a lively account of the issues in the past and present. (David M. Reimers, New York

University)

Roger Daniels is professor of history at the University of Cincinnati. Otis L. Graham is professor of

history at the University of North Carolina at Wilmington.

| bought this book because | needed it for class. First of all, the book is so boring, | feel asleep while
reading the book in the library several times. | would never recommend the book. Second, the
person | purchased the book from said the book was in NEW condition. | received the book
yesterday to find that there are pages bent, the cover is slightly worn. | usually wouldn’t mind this if |

did not pay for a book in NEW condition.
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